CHURCH AND STATE            387

founded in 1881 a Society for resuming to the isrs-so.
public the ownership of land. The principle of
private property is so essential a part of English
life, and so thoroughly pervades all classes alike,
that these schemes, interesting enough to discuss,
have never taken much practical hold even upon
those who raise the value of land by their labour.
In Ireland, again, where modes of thought and
feeling are anything rather than British, Socialism
does not attract the people, because their spirit is
acquisitive and individualist. The Social Demo- social
cratic Federation, of which William Morris, theilSTon!
poet, was an original and leading member, had more
success, because it supported the claims of the
working classes to a larger share of Parliamentary
seats. There were only three working men in the
Parliament of 1880, and the landed interest was
almost as fully represented in a Liberal as in a
Conservative House of Commons. The system of
government by party is identified, if not identical,
with the British Constitution, and "labour candi-
dates," as they are called, have found it practically
impossible to arrive at St. Stephen's without the
assistance of one party or the other. Those who
stood independently, though they often turned the
balance, and sometimes upset the scale, have scarcely
ever been returned themselves. Party in the
United Kingdom is not a mere aggregation of
individuals. It is the unit of public life. Political
philosophers of more pretension than Mr. Morris
are apt to mar their usefulness by not distinguish-
ing between phrases and facts. Sir Henry Maine, Maine's
who had been a practical legislator in India, BxidaSoem-
acquired on his return a dread of democracy almostment'
equal to Gibbon's, published in 1885 an eloquent
and gloomy treatise on Popular Government
Maine was nervously^rfnpressed with the want of
a written Constitution, such as in his opinion